I’d like to say it was readily apparent that Cholsey Primary School was an ‘Outstandingly
Happy School’ from the moment I stepped through the school gates. Alas, I can’t…
…Not because Cholsey isn’t a wonderfully welcoming and positive place to be, but because
from the moment I set foot upon Cholsey soil, even before I reached the school, I was
warmly welcomed by a distinguished parent radiating positivity! Brilliant Schools endeavour
to enage the whole community; teachers, pupils and parents. That’s when the magic
happens. Cholsey fits the bill – and then some! Positivity seeps from the school lke a
Brilliantly broken school boiler.
Cholsey Primary is a place the community can be justifiably proud of; it’s truly an
Outstandingly Happy School – and that’s official.

I was welcomed in to school by the Head and Deputy; Heidi McSweeney and Rosie
Eastwood (opposite ends of the Cholsey rainbow). Together with their amazing staff, they
have cultivated, radiated and propagated a Brilliant Schools programme, inter-weaving
www.Brilliant.School content with evidently fantastic teaching, learning and ‘being’.
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I’ve enjoyed leafing through the school’s portfolio of activities, where opportunities have
been scheduled throughout the most challenging times to bring out the best in all. I love it
when a plan comes together, but this is far more than a paper box-ticking exercise. The
staff and pupils have gone ‘above and beyond’. Of particular note, are the ‘3 word action
plans’ – one of the most simply Brilliant examples of personalised target-setting I have ever
seen. I’m hoping you can take a peek at the portfolio.
There is an authentic aura of Brilliance surrounding the school; a positive glow that
illuminates the school like a 1980s Ready Brek advert.
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The children just ‘get it’. I embarked upon a guided tour around the school from a crack
team of Wellbeing Ninjas. Teddy (love the t-shirt, btw), Harrison, Iris, Beth and Mia did a
wonderful job of not containing their ample enthusiasm for all things Cholsey. It was an
‘extended’ extended tour – with the polar opposite of any awkward silences. The children
are adept at practising what they preach, it wasn’t so much as a tour but a protracted
whirlwind.
Harrison was very complimentary of the staff, impressing upon me just how hard they work
to help the children learn. He told me that they care. He wasn’t the only one to do so –
May, Jack, Adam, Pippa and Emma all independently expressed similar sentiments from
different year groups.

It’s apparent what a friendly place Cholsey Primary is to be. Rosanna, Nathan and Autumn
all talked about the warm, welcoming environment in which they are encouraged to
connect with others and express themselves. Sam talked about how everyone is
encouraged to be themselves and take pride in who they are. A few words relaying a hugely
significant sentiment.
Mariella earnestly told me that the school was fair. I reckon that she’s right.
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Of course there’s more to being a Brilliant School than mere kindness, fairness and caring
teachers that help you learn. Bobby was quick to pay his compliments to the chef(s), Fleur
was partial to colouring and Leo was effusive about the ‘lego corner’. Evidently, Cholsey
Primary has something for everyone.

I was introduced to the majority of the school through delivering a pair of assemblies.
Staring back at me were dozens of ‘positivity glasses’ (if you know, you know). The school
has learnt to choose an alternative perspective – and when there isn’t one - they create it.
Various children sat proudly adorned in Brilliant t-shirts designed by Cholsey’s very own
fashion label. They’re not just for show; the school has adopted Art of Brilliance parlance
and have transcended from preaching to practice (no mean feat, considering the last
eighteen months).
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It’s not only the children who are snappy dressers – so is the entire school building.
Windows, doors and displays drip with the science of flourishing, ensuring pupils are fully
equipped for the challenges of the future that begin now.
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Of course the staff are constantly sharing the good news, with regular newsletters that
celebrate being alive and… well; just ‘being’. The parents and staff at Cholsey have realised
the same thing; namely that children don’t do what you say – they do what you do. There’s
even a Brilliant school dog #emmett – if that doesn’t give positive paws-for-thought, nothing
will!

Congratulations. Cholsey Primary School is an Oustandingly Happy School with Gold
accreditation. Take it from me; I’ve been there and got the t-shirt!
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Put simply? Choose Cholsey. With them, ‘nothing is impossible because they’re just
unstoppable’.
Welcome aboard to a growing Brilliant community.

*Valid until December 2024

Signed:

Dr Andy Cope
Founder, The Art of Brilliance

Will Hussey
Brill Schools, Head Learner
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