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About The School 
 

Location: 
The current school building was built in the 1970s and replaced the Victorian building, which is now a 
Day Centre. Extensive work was completed in 2013 to expand the school from 1-form entry to 1.5-form 
entry. The school is located in the village of Cholsey in the south east of Oxfordshire. It is situated at the 
edge of Cholsey village, on Church Road, 250m from the village centre shops. To the southeast side of 
the school are Cholsey Brook and then the residential area, Marymead, including the village Day 
Centre. Within 50m and to the northwest side of the school on Church Road is a distinctive ‘humped’ 
bridge over the Cholsey to Wallingford heritage railway line. At the rear of the school, beyond our own 
playing field boundary, is a public playing field and recreation ground. The ‘Bunk Line’, a heritage 
railway line, runs from Cholsey Train Station to Wallingford. This is usually only active on weekends. 
However, the school has used the heritage trains to enhance understanding of evacuees during World 
War 2 and children have been ‘evacuated’ from Cholsey to Wallingford on the train and the rest of the 
school has waved as they have gone past.   
 

The map below shows the location of the school: 
 

 

 
There are pavements in Cholsey for pedestrians to use but they can be narrow and angled. Parked 
cars inhibit cyclists, particularly in Church Road. Traffic in the village can be busy, and parking 
around the shops in the centre is often chaotic, blocking dropped kerbs and making it difficult to 
cross safely between parked cars. There is no footpath across the grassy recreation ground. There 
is a pedestrian pathway and traffic lights over the narrow, 2-way humped bridge but there remain 
restricted views for drivers. There are no designated cycle routes within Cholsey village and so any 
cycling is on road. However, cycle routes from Cholsey to Wallingford along both the Wallingford 
and Reading Roads have recently been completed. 



Buses run to and from Wallingford (number 136), passing through the village, but they do not fit in 
with the beginning of the school day. Cholsey does have a train station with trains to Oxford, 
Reading and London Paddington, but none of our staff and only one of our pupils’ travels to school 
by train. 

Cholsey has no zebra or pelican crossings but we do have Zig Zag Keep Clear markings outside 
the school site. There have been many incidents of cars parked on these, despite the clear 
markings and we are constantly reminding parents and carers of the dangers of doing this.   



Size and type of school: 
Our school is a single academy which chose to convert in November 2013. It is growing in size 
and set to grow much further. In September 2019 there were 289 children on the school roll and 
there are currently 298. The age range of pupils is 4 – 11. Pupil numbers have continued to 
increase since the major extension to the school in 2013. The current numbers are as follows: 

Foundation (4 -5 yrs.): 59 
Key stage 1 (5-7yrs): 86 
Key stage 2 (7-11 yrs.): 153 

 

298 
 

29 pupils (9%) are registered as having special educational needs. 
 

Due to the expansion of the village and the need for more places at the school and pre-school, 
the pupil admission number has now increased to 60, which has resulted in the school 
transitioning to 2 form intake and a total of 420 pupils. The school population and classroom 
space have grown over the last few years and this looks set to continue. 

 
44 staff currently work at the school, although many are part-time. 60% members of staff (25) 
indicate a need for a parking space some or all of the time. The remaining employees walk or 
cycle. 3 cycle and the remainder walk. There is not currently any potential to increase the number 
of staff walking, cycling or using public transport to travel to and from school due to the distance 
they need to travel. Staff travel from Wallingford, Didcot, Oxford and Newbury, as well as from 
different parts of Cholsey. 
 
The school day currently starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3.20pm. Drop off and pick up times are 
staggered due to Covid protective measures. In pre-Covid times, the school day started at 
8.40am and finished at 3.30pm for KS2 children and at 3.15pm for EYFS and KS1 children. The 
school offers a Breakfast Club, which starts at 8am and an After School Club, which finishes at 
5.30pm. These are located at the front of the school and many parents and carers who pick up 
after 4.30pm, use the school car park. There are also other clubs that small groups of children 
participate in after school, such as rugby. These usually run until 4.30pm, by which time there is 
accessible parking on Church Road and many families walk.  

 
The school has two pedestrian entrances, both at the front of the school, leading onto Church 
Road. The front pedestrian gates are separate from the gate for vehicles. However, pedestrians 
do have to walk across the vehicle entrance to reach the pedestrian gates, and also across part 
of the car park in order to reach the main school entrance. The car park gate therefore remains 
locked during school hours, which means that staff arriving later or needing to leave earlier 
cannot park onsite. Many cars have been known to use the area in front of the car park gates as 
a turning point and we have recently purchased a sign to be placed there to stop this from 
happening.  

 
Cholsey Primary School has a school car park for staff members and visitors, but parking is 
limited to about 18 cars plus 2 disabled spaces. Staff not parking in the school car park will use 
any available space on the road or at St Mary’s Church. The car park is not available for parents 
dropping off and collecting pupils – one of the site team locks the gate before the school day 
starts.  We have cycle parking for 16 bikes and scooters. There will be an additional cycle storage 
facility on site as part of the expansion of the school. Cyclists are able to leave cycle helmets in 
the cycle storage, which is located at the front of the school. Cyclists (staff and children) are 
expected to dismount before entering the school site to ensure safety for all. Families and staff 



leave their bicycles and scooters at their own risk on the school site, but the areas where the 
cycle storage is located are locked during the school day.  
 
When groups of children leave the school site for off-site educational visits, such as day trips or 
swimming, they are transported by coaches, who park outside the school site on the road. We 
take children on walks around the local areas at various times throughout the academic year as 
part of the curriculum and also for well-being walks with the school dog. 
 

Although deliveries can happen at any point during the day, companies are encouraged to deliver 
outside of school hours wherever possible. The school car park remains locked during the school day 
and vehicles used for deliveries, park on the road outside the school.  
  
Cholsey School often has visitors to the site including professionals such as sports coaches, 
educational psychologists and social workers, as well as parents attending meetings with staff or 
picking up sick children/ dropping something off etc.  Many of these will arrive by car and as the 
school car park is locked during the school day, they will need to park elsewhere. Information about 
sustainable travel to the site, highlighting that school car park is not available is given and information 
about alternative travel modes or places to park is provided. However, this is something the school 
would like to work on further and so it will feature as an action within the action plan. 

 
Catchment area: 
 
We serve a catchment area in Cholsey and Moulsford. 
 
21 children live outside our catchment area: 10 in Wallingford (3 miles away), 2 in North Moreton 
(3.9 miles), 3 in Didcot (5 miles), 2 in Benson (5.2 miles) 3 in Warborough (6.7 miles) and 1 in 
Faringdon (24.9 miles). 
 
4 children live in Moulsford, which is within our catchment area, but 2 miles from the school, along 
a busy road. 
 
 

There are not any children currently attending the school who require specific travel provision. The 

Fairmile development (Cholsey Meadows) is a little over 1 mile from the school and 61 children live 
there. Access from the Meadows involves crossing the main Reading Road and the shortest route 
from the northern end of the development is a 20 minute walk (google maps estimate for an adult) 
along footpath. It is a 25 minute walk by road to school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Impact of other schools or organisations using our site or nearby: 
 
Cholsey Pre-School is on site. The Pre-School day starts at 8.20am and ends at 3.15pm, 
increasing traffic congestion around the school (approximately 24 families per session). 
Expansion to Early Years provision in Cholsey is part of the planning for the new building on the 
school site.  
 
Cholsey School is part of the OPEN Umbrella Trust, which comprises four local primary 
academies in Wallingford and Didcot. Our nearest secondary school is Wallingford School; a bus 
service is provided for secondary school children to travel from Cholsey. Cycle routes from 
Cholsey to Wallingford along both the Wallingford and Reading Roads have recently been 
completed. 
 
There are no businesses in the local area with transport needs impacting directly on the journey 
to school but, as the size of Cholsey’s population increases, it is likely that traffic passing the 
school will increase to nearby towns. 

 
 

Travel to school surveys 
 
Pupil hands up surveys were undertaken in class in December 2020. Of the 298 pupils at the school 
290 pupils were present on that day which is a response rate of 97%. 
 

How did you get to 
school today? 

1st December 2020 

Walk 186 

Cycle 7 

Scoot 8 

Car 88 

Train 1 

Bus 0 

 
Our staff survey was also undertaken in December  
 

How did you get to 
school today? 

1st December 2020 

Walk 9 

Cycle 3 

Scoot 0 

Car 33 

Train 0 

Bus 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



We also asked our families what they thought about travel to school and we had an overwhelming 
response of 200 responses from 215 families. The main concerns were: - 
 

 Many of our families (41) felt that the parking and congestion around the school at drop off and 
pick up times cause a hazard and, when combined with the narrow pavements (22), led to a 
general feeling of it being unsafe and “an accident waiting to happen”. The fumes from waiting 
cars were also mentioned. 

 

 21 of our families mentioned that the installation of a cross or the reinstatement of a lollipop 
patrol would increase safety. 

 

 18 of our families would like to see more parking available as they felt there are insufficient 
spaces along Church Road and at the church. 

 
We will try to incorporate and find solutions to some of the concerns within our action plan. 
 
Preparing our Travel Plan: 
 
To prepare this revised travel plan: 

 We have reviewed and revised the travel plan from 2017. 

 The school Governing Body has spent considerable time discussing the issue of parking, and 
ways of travelling to school, both currently and in connection with the plans to expand and 
remodel the school. We have publicised the expansion plans amongst parents and the wider 
community during the planning stage of the new build, seeking comments and ideas on issues 
including travelling to school and parking. OCC Highways visited the site as part of the planning 
process to evaluate the situation. 

 A survey of how pupils travel to school was conducted by class teachers in December 2020. 

 Traffic surveys, covering parking in and near the school and road use on Church Road, were 
conducted and compared with results from 2017. 

 All staff were surveyed in March 2021 – see appendix for outcomes 

 All families were surveyed in March 2021 – see appendix for outcomes 

 A concerted effort is a standard communication on weekly bulletins to inform parents (through 
the school newsletter) of other parking options, and to discourage parking on the zigzag lines 
outside the school. A small minority of parents persist in parking illegally. – see appendix 

 Regular initiatives, to include an annual “walk-to-school” week, cycling proficiency lessons for 
Year 6 and annual cycle helmet safety sessions, have continued. 



Travel Issues 
 

In December 2020 we had: 

 44 members of staff – some of whom are part-time - (29 of whom would like a parking space) and 
about 18 staff parking spaces; 

 296 pupils (some absent on the day of survey), of whom 186 travelled to school by car on the 
days of our pupil surveys (7 pupils cycled to school on these days). There are 15 car parking 
spaces on Church Road. 

 

This all adds up to a current parking problem. Parking in and near the school was used to its 
maximum potential on the day of our traffic survey (see Appendix). The weather was foggy and 
cold. The volume of traffic passing the school increased markedly from the last survey (in the 
academic year 2016/17 - an average of one car every 24 seconds). In the more recent survey 
(2020/21), there was an increase with an average of one car every 16 seconds driving past the 
school gates at the end of the school day. 

 
From September 2021 we may have in excess of 300 pupils, potentially rising to 420. Staff 
numbers will rise in line with pupil numbers. Traffic volume in the village will increase with the 
expanded population, most of who will live at least one mile away from the village centre. 

 
 

Reasons for the Proposal 
Cholsey Primary School wants to be able to meet the needs of the local community. There has 
been a steady increase in demand for places at the school, which has previously expanded from 1 
form entry to 1.5 form entry and now to 2 form entry. For September 2020, 58 out of 60 places 
were allocated to children living in the school’s catchment area, and within 1.2 miles of the school. 

 
There are currently new housing estates in Cholsey being developed further, which is expected to 
increase the demand for primary school places over the next few years. To meet the needs of the 
growing population in Cholsey and the surrounding area.  

 

There were 78 responses to the building consultation with 59 responses supportive of the principle 
of expanding the school. 59 responses raised concerns or issues (36 referencing the need to 
expand the pre-school and 24 bringing up traffic and parking). However, many supported the 
expansion in principle despite these concerns. People have generally been very supportive of both 
school and preschool and want more people to be able to access both. Regarding traffic, some of 
the responses have been forwarded on to the building project team for information and this aspect 
will be scrutinised during the planning application stage in the usual way. As a school we have 
considered carefully measures we can take to further encourage drivers to leave cars further away 
from the school and walk part of the way. This consultation was carried out in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The school has already made considerable efforts to encourage sustainable transport to 
school and responsible parking. These include: 
 

 Regular information to parents about safe, legal, local parking alternatives; 

 Liaison with the police to enforce parking laws; 

 Taking part in national and county level events such as “Street Tag” and “Walk to School” 
initiative, encouraging parents and children to review their travel arrangements and to try 
walking/cycling wherever possible; 

 Regular cycling proficiency training for KS2, within the school day, and other cycle safety 
initiatives. 

 The provision of ample secure cycle and scooter parking. 

 Encouraging pupils to think about healthy lifestyles and exercise and to consider healthy 
ways to travel to school though the curriculum. 

 The school leadership team and governors have made considerable efforts to engage local 
elected representatives and the County Council in further efforts to improve the situation. As a 
result, a footpath over the existing narrow railway bridge has been constructed, together with 
traffic lights. 

 Encouraging families to walk to school by taking part in the OCC Street Tags initiative. 

 We have spoken with the Wayfinding Team from OCC and are participating in the initiative as a 
control school. One of the benefits of this will be to have the air quality around the school site 
measured. 

 

There are only two possible, complementary, options to manage the issues of parking and traffic 
outside the school. These are the encouragement of walking and cycling as alternatives to driving, 
and the provision of safe alternative parking spaces, away from the congestion of Church Road. 
The two options must be used in combination. Some parents will continue to need to drive to 
school, either because they live too far away for their children to walk, or because of their own work 
commitments. 

 
15 car parking spaces are available in Church Road, if dropped kerbs, driveways, the corner with 
Marymead and yellow and zigzag lines are to be avoided. Parking in the cul-de-sac of Marymead 
itself is constantly discouraged by the school, the Day Centre and local authorities. The Day 
Centre, used by the elderly, must have clear access around its doors, for its users to access cars 
and buses. Inconsiderate parking, blocking or limiting access to the Day Centre, has had a 
negative effect on relationships between the school and members of the Day Centre. 

 
Space for perhaps 15 cars is available on a gravelled area outside the St Mary’s Church over the 
humpbacked bridge, which is a public area. The Church also has a gated field which is used for 
parking during services, although this is currently not available to parents. However, access to the 
school is then across the humpbacked railway bridge. Traffic lights and a designated pedestrian 
walkway were installed in 2014. However, the bridge is well used by traffic and the hump of the 
bridge means that pedestrians may not be seen by drivers until they are almost upon them 

 
The recreation ground parking area is a 10 minute walk through the park to the school. However, 
there is no path across the recreation ground, and for much of the year this parking area is only 
really available for those prepared to tolerate mud and wet grass underfoot. 15 cars can safely 
park at the recreation ground. 

 
 
 
 



 
Cholsey Primary School Action Plan April 2021 (to be reviewed termly by co-ordinator) 

Objective Actions Timescale Person 
Responsible 

Review 
 

To increase the 
number of pupils 
walking, cycling or 
scooting to school 
from 67% (201 
pupils) to 75% by 
September 2025. 

-Continue to include 
discussion of healthy and 
eco-friendly choices within 
the curriculum 
 
-Promote and take part in 
“Walk to School Week”, 
encouraging parents and 
children to review their 
transport choices and liaise 
with TVP contact and other 
local schools to raise the 
profile of the project 
 
-Continue to promote safe 
cycling through cycling 
training sessions  
 
-Work with the Wayfinding 
Project to signpost and 
promote safe walking routes 
and to investigate the 
possibility of a cycle/footpath 
through the recreation ground 
to the back gate of the school 
 
- The School Council run a 
campaign for pupils on 
walking and cycling routes 
and safety when travelling 
to and from school.  

Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Annually in 
November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
By Sep 
2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Jan 
2022 

Teachers/Sports 
Lead 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admin Team 
and volunteers 
 
 
Headteacher/ 
OCC 
Wayfinding 
Team 
 
 
 
 
PLT/SLT 

 

Zero cars to be 
parked on the zig 
zags outside 
school’ until 
September July 
2022’ 
 

-Regular bulleting on 
newsletters to families to 
encourage use of the other 
parking locations around 
the village. 
 
-Work with the support of 
the police and PCSOs 
where necessary. 
 
-Advise visitors about the 
parking situation and if they 
do need to use a car to 
travel to the school to ask 
them to consider park and 
walk. 
 
-To continue to liaise with 
the adjacent pre-school to 
ask for assistance and 
support in tackling parking 
issues outside school. 

Ongoing – 
weekly 
 
 
 
 
As needed 
 
 
 
Ongoing – 
as needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 
2021 
 
 

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
SLT 
 
 
 
School 
Business 
Manager/ 
reception 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher/ 
Governors/Pre 
school 
 

 



 
-To raise the issue of a 
footpath across the cricket 
pavilion with the Parish 
Council and OCC to enable 
a Park and Walk scheme to 
be established. 
 
-Parking information to be 
included for new parents, 
as part of the pack sent by 
the school, and at events 
welcoming them to the 
school community. 
 
 
-Display signage to 
encourage parking in safe 
areas around the school 
(work with TVP on possible 
funding for this) 
 

 
 
July 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annually in 
June 
 
 
 
 
By Sep 
2021 

 
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admin Team 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher 

The whole school 
community is 
aware of the travel 
plan and its aims 
and objectives  

-Publish the travel plan on 
the school website and 
explicitly share with all 
stakeholders 
 
Annual travel surveys to 
take place  
 
-Outcomes of surveys to be 
inform review of travel 
plan/this action plan. 
 
-Collect air quality data 
through the Wayfinding 
project and report back to 
parents. 
 

By Sep 
2021 
 
 
 
Annually  
in March 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher/ 
OCC 
Wayfinding 
Team 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monitoring our travel plan 
 
The School Travel Plan Co-ordinator will review the actions termly to check progress towards the specified 
targets. 
 
A pupil and staff ‘hands up’ travel survey (to establish modal split data) will be undertaken each March. OCC 
Travel Plans Team will contact the School Travel Plan Co-ordinator for results to check progress towards 
targets and to discuss any amendments to the actions. 
 
The travel plan in its entirety will be updated when any major changes occur such as school expansions, 
infrastructure changes etc.  

 
 
 

This travel plan was adopted by the headteacher and governors on 6th May 2021 

 

 Heidi McSweeney, Head Teacher 

 
Andy King, Chair of Governors 



Appendix 
 

Travel survey results: 30.11.20 3.05pm – 3.25pm 
 

Weather: fine – foggy and cold 
 

Number of pupils on school roll in academic year 2020/21: 298 

Number of staff in academic year 2020/21: 48 

Time of survey: 3:05-3:25 pm (20 minutes) 

 
 2017 results – dry and fair 2020 results – foggy 

and cold 
Cars travelling on Church Road 28 (approx. 2 cars per 

minute) 
73 (average 3.7 per 
minute) 

Cars parked at Church @ 3.10pm 17 22 

Cars parked on Church Road at 3.10pm 15 (15 spaces) 15 (15 spaces) 

Cars violating zigzag/double yellow line 
restrictions between 3.05-3.25pm 

2 4 

Cars parked in school car park at 3.15pm 26 14 

 
 

Travel to school survey 
 

How did you get to 
school today? 

1st December 2020 

Walk 186 

Cycle 7 

Scoot 8 

Car 88 

Train 1 

Bus 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cholsey School Parent and Carer Travel Survey – March 2021 
 

There were 200 responses from parents and carers out of a possible 215 families.  
 
Of these 125 walked to school every day and a further 7 walked some days, or in one direction.  
1 family cycled but a further 11 families would like to. Obstacles to this were the current lack of 
access to the bike shed (during building work) at school and traffic worries. 
 
73 families drove some or all of the time. 48 would consider parking elsewhere and walking and 
in addition 20 would also consider car sharing with another family. However, the muddiness of 
the park route put some of our families off parking at the Pavillion and coming across the park. 
Mention was also made that it would be good to use the rear gate access to the school. 
 
Of the families who drove all the time (33), 16 did so because they continued on to work and 13 
cited distance. 
 
Many of our families (41) felt that the parking and congestion around the school at drop off and 
pick up times cause a hazard and, when combined with the narrow pavements (22), led to a 
general feeling of it being unsafe and “an accident waiting to happen”. The fumes from waiting 
cars were also mentioned. 
 
21 of our families mentioned that the installation of a cross or the reinstatement of a lollipop 
patrol would increase safety. 
 
18 of our families would like to see more parking available as they felt there are insufficient 
spaces along Church Road and at the church. 
 
 
 
 
Excerpt from weekly bulletin to parents and carers:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Staff Survey – March 2021 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plan of expansion and proposed additional staff and cycle parking provision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All staff (43) were surveyed and 
there were 37 responses 

 ____ staff members live in 
Cholsey, __ in Wallingford (3 
miles away) and ____ in Didcot (6 
miles away). The remaining 
members of staff live at least 10 
miles from the school. 

 Barriers to walking to 
school:__________________ 

 Staff are able to use the school 
bicycle storage and each staff 
member has a base where they 
can leave any equipment/clothing 
needed to walk or cycle to school. 


