
 

Welcome to Cholsey Primary School 

 

Preparing children for the future through academic excellence and individual care  

Foundation Stage 2020 
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Jane Crickmore 

Class teacher  

(Wednesday—

Friday) 

 

Hannah Potter 

Class teacher and 

Foundation Stage 

Leader 

Zoe Bullen 

Class teacher  

(Monday-

Wednesday) 
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Karen Silkstone 

Teaching Assistant 

Sharon Stanley 

Forest School Leader 

Gayle Shepherd 

Teaching Assistant 

Nicola Faulkner 

Teaching Assistant 
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Teaching Groups 

Your child will be allocated to a teaching group. The teacher will make 
sure that, within the day-to-day demands of the setting, each child feels 
special. Parents will have the opportunity to build a relationship with 
their child’s teacher and to liaise with someone who is fully committed 
and familiar with their child. 

Coming to school 

From 8:40 onwards you may bring 
your child into class. When you ar-
rive, please encourage your child to 
hang their coat on their peg, change 
into their plimsolls. A member of 
staff will register your child as they 
arrive. Adults will be available to 
help you with this at the start of 
term. 

Settling in 

Drop and Stop – When you arrive, your 
child will go to their carpet area where 
their teacher will share a story/ sing 
rhymes etc. You are welcome to stay and 
join in this session. Once your child is 
settled at an activity, it is time to say 
goodbye and leave them to their play. The 
day starts at 9:00 and we ask that all par-
ents leave by this time. 
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Morning Activities 

At 9:00 we will have either a phonics or maths mastery session. At the 
beginning of the year this lasts around 5-10 minutes; by the end of the 
school year these sessions last 20 minutes.  

During the morning the children will be able to choose what they wish 
to play with and will be supported by adults, who will observe,  ques-
tion and teach them skills to support their learning.  Adults may also 
ask children to do an activity with them that specifically links to their 
next steps in learning. There are plenty of opportunities for the chil-
dren to play, both inside and outside, with a range of activities cover-
ing all areas of learning.  

At 11:25, the morning will finish with either phonics or maths mastery.  

Snacks 

A piece of fruit is provided for the children daily. They should bring a 
bottle of water, labelled with their name, to school each day. There will 
also be a jug of water and mugs available.  



Foundation Stage 2020 

D
ai

ly
 R

o
u

ti
n

e
s 

 

 

Lunchtime 

At 11:45 we get ready for lunch. All children in the Foundation Stage are 
eligible for a free school meal each day. However, you may choose for 
them to bring in a packed lunch instead, if you wish. A menu is available 
from the school office or on the home page of the school website. The 

children eat their lunch in the studio, where classroom staff serve them 
and support with cutting food. After lunch the children go out onto the 
big playground to play. Lunchtime supervisors look after them while they 
are outdoors. 

Afternoon activities…. 

Again, children will have opportunities to play both inside and 
outside with a range of activities covering all areas of learning. 
Their learning will be supported by an adult.  
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Circle time 

Each week we will have a Circle Time. During these sessions we will help 
build the children’s self-esteem, help them identify their feelings, pro-
vide them with a vocabulary to talk about feelings and emotions, and to 
enable them to take responsibility for their own actions.  We will also 
spend time exploring relationships and what a positive relationship 
looks like.   

P.E. 

There are a variety of activities to support physical development in the 
Foundation Stage garden. However, in addition to this, we have a 
weekly P.E. session in the hall or outdoors. This will include gymnas-
tics, athletics, dance, ball skills and games. P.E. kit will be required for 
this session. Please encourage your child to undress and dress them-
selves at home to support their independence in changing for P.E. 

Forest School 

Each week the children attend Forest 
School. This is held in our own nature 
reserve. Our aims at Cholsey Forest 
School are for the children to: 

• respect, learn from, learn about and 
explore the natural  world around us; 

• develop personal skills such as independence, caring for others, 
teamwork and communication; 

• develop physical skills such as jumping, running, climbing, tying knots 
etc 

• develop creative skills such as role-play and imaginative games. 

 

Our Forest School Policy is that we go outside in all weathers and suita-
ble clothing is provided by the school. If children are well enough to 
come to school, they are well enough to go to Forest School. 

 



Foundation Stage 2020 

C
u

rr
ic

u
lu

m
 

 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the National Curriculum for children 
from birth to 5. There are 7 areas of learning in the EYFS: 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Children are helped to develop a positive sense of themselves and others. It 
builds up their confidence and self-esteem and encourages them to form positive 
relationships with other people. They learn how to manage their feelings, and to 
understand that their actions and words have consequences. They are encour-
aged to display positive behaviour and self-control. 

 

Communication and Language Development  

The children are provided with opportunities to experience a rich language envi-
ronment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to 
speak and listen in a range of situations. 

Physical Development 

Opportunities are provided for the chil-
dren to develop their co-ordination, con-
trol, and movement both on a large scale, 
such as playing on a climbing frame, and 
also on a smaller scale, for example 
through threading to practise hand–eye 
coordination. Children must also be 
helped to understand the importance of 
physical activity, and to make healthy 
choices in relation to food. 

Literacy  

This includes both reading and writing. It involves encouraging children to link 
sounds and letters. This helps them to work out and read new words. They apply 
the sounds in their writing and so begin to read and write. 

 

Mathematics  

Children are provided with opportunities 
to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using num-
bers, and calculating. They explore shapes 
and patterns and use mathematical lan-
guage to describe shapes. They encounter 
real life problems and think creatively 
about ways to solve them. 
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 Understanding the world  

This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about peo-
ple, places, technology and the environment. 

 

Expressive arts and design  

This enables children to explore and play with a wide range of media and mate-
rials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, move-
ment, dance, role-play, and design and technology. 

  

Planning and the curriculum 

During each term the staff continuously make observations on what is being 
learnt by the children. These are discussed at weekly meetings and help us to 
formulate the themes and activities we plan for the future.  In order to maxim-
ise children’s learning experiences, there needs to be a balance between adult-
led and child-initiated activities.  

 

An individual learning journey is kept for every child. Profiles from any previous 
settings will be forwarded to us to enable staff to build on the individual child’s 
learning. Staff are continually updating the learning journeys; this allows them 
to track the children’s progress and become very familiar with their develop-
ment. 

Home Learning  

We would like to encourage you to read with/to your child at least four times 
per week to support their language and reading development, as well as their 
understanding of the text.  

We will communicate our weekly focus with you with ideas on how to sup-
port your child at home. 
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Parent Partnership 

We wish to have a close relationship with parents and carers and are always 
keen that they are involved in the education of their children and in the life of 
the school.  Please let us know if you would like to help with anything in particu-
lar such as reading with the children, supervising small group activities, playing a 
game with some children, doing practical jobs in the setting or at home, or shar-
ing any other of your talents with us. 

 

Contact numbers 

Please ensure the school office has your up-to-date contact numbers. This ena-
bles us to contact you quickly if there is an emergency. 

 

Medical issues 

If you feel that your child is unwell then please keep them at home. Children 
who have had vomiting or diarrhoea need to have been clear for 48 hours be-
fore they return and need to have eaten something and be well in themselves. 
Children with infectious diseases should not return to school until a doctor says 
they are fit to do so. 

It is important that you have completed the appropriate medical form if your 
child requires prescribed medication during the school day. These forms can be 
filled in at the school office. We are only allowed to give out prescribed medi-
cines to children. 
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 Uniform 

Please send children in uniform:  

• school sweatshirt 

• A white polo shirt 

• Grey or navy trousers, shorts, skirts or pinafore dresses.  We suggest grey or 
navy tracksuit trousers as they are easier for the children to manage 

• Grey/Navy tights or dark socks 

• Blue or red stripe or checked dresses with white socks for the summer months 

• A black plimsolls 

• A pair of navy shorts and a white t-shirt (or house colour t-shirt) for P.E. 

Children spend a large amount of time outdoors so please make sure they have 
appropriate clothing; in winter, a warm jacket and, in summer, a sun hat. The chil-
dren will be outside in wet weather and will also make visits to the nature reserve 
so it is handy if your child can keep a pair of Wellington boots in school.  

Please make sure that every item of clothing is 
labelled with your child’s name. 

Jewellery should not be worn to school. This can get lost, broken and is danger-
ous if it catches another child while playing. If your child has their ears pierced, 
earrings must be covered up with tape when doing P.E.  Please also ensure that 
long hair is tied up for PE.  

Moving on 

We recognise the importance of a smooth transition from the Foundation 
Stage into your child’s Year 1 class. In the summer term, your child will have 
opportunities to visit their new classroom and meet their new teacher. Their 
new teacher will also come to visit them in the Foundation Stage. 

 




